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MR. FRANK HOVWARD, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF ST. LOUIS
PARK - MEETING NOVEMBER 19, 1970

Mr. Frank Howard, Mayor of the City of St. Louis Park and I ret
for lunch on November 19th to discuss the plant property in re-~
lation to the "City of St. Louls Park., Yr. Howard expressed his
personal reaction to the extension of Louisiana Avenue from
south to north through the City of St. Louls Park as generally
unfavoratle. It was his personal feeling at this time that the
increased traffic moving through the center of the city, es~
.peclally trucks, would not be desirable. At this time his
recommendation would be against the purchase of property to
provide for the extension.

Fr. Howard asked me if we could control the odors coming from
our operation. He expressed that the odor and water contamina-
tion were a very ruch concern to rembers of the council. It
was explained to Mr. Kowerd that I now felt we were proceeding
on a satisfactory prograr of controlling odor and water emis-
sions. That, by going into the sanitary sewer with our pro-
cegsing discharge and incinerating the odors resulting frow
our distillation process we would have our maln problem under
-eontrol. Ylr. Howard asked when it would be possible for us to
ocomplete the installation of this equipment. I inforred lir.
Howard that as yet the authority for expenditure for the equip-
ment had not been recelved, I told Lim trhat to make expendi-
tures of the magnitude reguired for this installation, it would
be necessary to know the City's intentions with regard to the
extension of Louisiana Avenue, Also, I discussed with ir.
Howard the need for cooperation from the City by not addirg a
lot of cornditions to our attempts to conform as they would only
be stumbling blocks and slow us down. AS to an exact time of
installation I reminded him of the coming winter and the ex-
treme wet weather we've had this fall but that having a clear
path without 2 lot of restrictions we should be able to have
our installations completed by June of 1971. It was explalned
" to Mr. Howard that we were now redesigning our proposed sewer
connection to include a provision for a meter and a sampling
point and then would submit the plans to the City for thelr
approval. Upon recelpt of their approval we would then place
the plans for b%id for construction of the conneotion to the
sanltary sewer. I also explained that it could be possible for
us to complete our after burner installation for odors prior to
June. . .
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Mr. Howard felt that the installation of the storn sewer and our
connection to the sewer would go a long ways to solving the water
problem. He said that City staff wanted to have another study by
& concern from Pennsylvania with regard to the contarcination of
the City's wells. As you will recall they had ore preliminary 1in-
" wvestigation by a hydrologist. ¥Nr. Howard was against another study
as I gathered that some report indicated that we may not be the
cause of the City well contamination. Ie felt that 1t was not
necessary to have an additional report even though there might be
some question about our contarination as any ecology suit brought
against us could be won under today's conditionms.

I gathered from Mr. Howerd's conversation that if we could clear
up the concentrated oders ard clean up our water discharge that he
could obtain the necessary support from the courcil to defer the
building of Louisiana Avenue. It was Mr. Howard's opinicn that
there were perhaps only 100 people in the City of St. Louls Park
out of a populatior of atout 50,000 that were really strorg about
the reroval of the plant frox the commurity. »r. Howard explained
that he was going to reconmend trat Mr. Mc Phee and I meet and
further discuss the plent situation to try and come to an arree-
ment on what has to be done. I belleve Mr. roward would like to
have Mr. Mc Phee report to the ccurcil on the progress we are rake
ing. Of course, VMr. Mc Phee will te resrorsible fer carryirg out
the wishes of the councils I would hope that the letter of June
gth from !'r. Churches wculd not te used as a guldelire by Mr. Mo
hee. ' : . :

The only meal reference point to Mr. Churches's letter of June

5th that Mr. Doward rade was concerning the ponding areas to the
south of the plant. !Nr. Howard said that the questior of possible
removal of the soil ir the ponding areas that micht be contaminated
was an irpossible task. And, if throuzh the court 2ction trey have
instigated, we might be required to remove the land, we would
necessarily have to appeal the decision even to the Suprexe Court.

It is ry opinion that a positive course of action must be taken
and recommerd that serious consideration be given to the irnediate
connection to the sanitary sewer and the construction of an after
burner for consumption of the odors resulting from the refinery
operations. Because of the coming winter and the problems of
effectively operating our condenser and scrubbling of fumes from
the refinery we need an immediate decision on our odor control.

You:s very truly,

. . , .B. L. Finch
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